
 
Year 6 Science Knowledge Organiser     Topic- Light    Unit- Physics         

Key Vocabulary       

light source A natural or artificial source of light. 

straight lines Light travels in straight lines 

light ray Each line of light travelling in a straight line from 
its place of origin. 

reflect To throw back light from a surface 

shadow A dark area created where light from a light source is 
blocked by an object. The object blocking the light 
will be opaque or translucent. 

refraction Light bends when it passes from one medium to 
another eg light moves from air into water 

transparent objects that let travel through them – you can 

see through it 

translucent objects that let some light through, but scatters 

the light so we can’t see it properly 

opaque objects that do not let any light through 

 

 

 

 

 

 


